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2010 Committee (Af)fair Report

This program was hosted by the Professional Affairs Committee (PAC) of the MRFA on 
Monday, May 3, 2010 at the Faculty Centre from 2-4 pm. This successful program was attended by 101 faculty members. Two presentations were respectively made by Qasim Syed , PAC Chair and 2nd VP, and David Hyttenrauch, President of the MRFA. Following is a summary of these presentations and activities at the program. 

The purpose of the program was to give new faculty the opportunity to connect with and get to know the MRFA committees. As such, this program was initially designed for ISP members but it is of benefit to all members to get some information about the MRFA and its committees. Most of what the MRFA accomplishes as a professional organization is the result of its members volunteering and becoming involved. While this is a component of service it is an essential part of building the supportive and collegial community we are all a part of. 

Members in attendance were provided with reference sheets with committee blurbs and a space for notes on the reverse. Also available were nomination forms for committees, and 43 were submitted over the course of the Affair. For those unable to attend the event, a PowerPoint presentation with committee information is available on the MRFA website. 

Many thanks were expressed to the MRFA staff and the members of the Professional Affairs Committee for organizing this event. And, the MRFA’s appreciation for its members’ interest and involvement, as evinced by their presence at the Affair, was emphasized.  Members were, also, invited to provide suggestions about what they would like the Professional Affairs Committee to organize in the future. 

Representatives from each MRFA committee were present to communicate their committee’s purpose, activities, and goals as well as answer members’ questions. Below is a list of those present as well as some of the questions and answers.
Committee Representatives:


Academic Liaison Committee:
Cari Merkley (chair)






Pat Kostouros







Carlton Osakwe







Gilles Mossiere


Bylaws Committee: 


Elaine Mullen (chair)

Communications Committee: 
Rod Corbett (chair)






Nathan Ackroyd







Frances Widdowson 







Allison Mackenzie

Diversity Committee:


Cynthia Gallop (chair)






Brad Clark

Educational Grants Committee:
Marlene Kingsmith (chair)

Ethics Committee:


Pearl Herscovitch


Faculty Evaluation Committee:
Brian Traynor (chair)







Manuel Diaz-Avila






Carlos Videla

PD Committee:


Katharine Barrette






Ganesh Bhandari


Negotiating Team:


Gerry Cross 







Gerard Lucyshyn


Social Events Committee:

Michele Holmgren (chair)
Professional Affairs Committee:
Qasim Syed (chair)






Ruth Murdoch






Shoba Ittyipe






Stefan Sikora
Some of the questions asked....
Communications Committee

What does the Communications Committee do?

The committee considers and implements new communication vehicles to improve the flow of information from the association to its members and vice versa. Some examples are the newsletters, brochure, website, and, most recently, the MRFA Department Communicators. 
Educational Grants Committee

What Educational Grants are given out by the Ed Grants Committee?


Tuition Refunds: given to faculty members for credit course work at other institutions


Scholarships for Dependents: given to the legal dependents of Full Time MRU faculty 


MRFA Scholarships: merit based scholarships given every year to MRU students

Is there training provided for new members of the Ed Grants Committee?

There is no formal training, but continuing members of the committee inform new members of the processes and objectives.

Faculty Evaluation Committee

Peer Evaluations are not always beneficial: can this be improved?

It would be useful for peer evaluators to receive training in the future to allow for consistency in Peer evaluations across the institution

What is the difference between committees at the Faculty level and the MRFA?

As members of MRFA committees we represent all faculty in the institution; whereas, membership on a committee at the faculty or department levels are deal with things specific to their areas. In this perspective the FEC is more like a task force that deals with certain things as the need arises (i.e. recently provided input on the new annual report forms).
Diversity Committee

What has this committee done since it was created?

The committee effectively began its work about one and a half years ago. In that time it has developed a charter, organized a presentation for the PD retreat, attended a CAUT diversity forum, and done extensive research on definitions of and principles related to diversity. During this time MRU has appointed a new Diversity and Human Rights officer, Jamie Fillion, with whom the committee now closely works.

Ethics Committee

Has the committee done any work to revise ethics bylaws and procedures?
Yes the committee has been working on this. The new draft code of ethics is available on the MRFA website and the procedures are not yet ready for draft form.
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	Name
	Department
	Telephone (local)
	E-mail

	
M. Qasim Syed  (Chair)
	
Math, Physics &Engineering
	6071
	
qsyed@mtroyal.ca

	
Gerry Cross  (ex-officio)
	
Computer Science  and Information Systems
	6148
	
gcross@mtroyal.ca

	
Jack Dobbs
	
Counseling Services
	5921
	
jdobbs@mtroyal.ca

	
Shoba Ittyipe
	
Computer Science  and Information Systems
	6787
	
sittyipe@mtroyal.ca


	Fae Jackson
	
Adv Specialty Health Studies
	6041
	
FJackson@mtroyal.ca

	Ruth Murdoch 
	
Theatre Speech Music
	6144
	
rmurdoch@mtroyal.ca

	Reid Spencer
	Theatre Speech Music
	5591
	
reid.spencer@gmail.com


	Stefan Sikora 
	Education & Schooling
	8994
	ssikora@mtroyal.ca


